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herself in the hands of her people, and in giving to
the masses the Government of the Country.

It is a strange record, seemingly unexpected and
contrary. But fashioned on no apparent pattern of
logic, it has nevertheless followed a curiously con-
sistent development of its own. At least so it seems
to Britishers. To foreigners British success has often
proved as inexplicable as it has been irritating. To
many of them it remains a case of ''England, the
unknown Isle/'

And to-day? We live in a new Europe, a Europe
that is trying to make the best of both worlds.  The
lessons of the Great War were not lost upon Herr
Hitler; the propaganda of Lord Northcliffe and the
rhetoric of Mr. Lloyd George were formative influ-
ences on his technique.   Nor did his vigilant, and
remarkably objective, observation of the decisive
factors of the War overlook the great influence of
President Wilson's moral generalizations.   The con-
clusion which he drew was this: Autocracy, naked
and unimaginative, must fail; but, clothed in the
authority of general principles and appealing directly
to the people, it may prove a potent and permanent
force. Totalitarianism therefore, has tried to combine
the strength of the historic irreconcilables, autocratic
administration with popular support.   To do this
something is needed in addition to the traditional
props of autocracy; efficient administration, a power-
ful army, and an ubiquitous police.   These things
may promote acquiescence, but they cannot inspire
enthusiasm.   Hitler and Mussolini have evolved a
new technique of propaganda, of showmanship, and
rhetoric. They have adapted to the service of auto-
cracy the weapons of democracy; they have brought
them into action in this alignment with a massing
of force, and speed of development, a concentration
of effect perhaps unprecedented in the whole of